IN EASTERN GERMANY

is no doubt that Eastern Germany is one of
-L the most unknown stretches of territory in all Europe.
No-one is familiar with thelandscape,the forests andlakes,
the cities and their inhabitants, because the great streams
of tourist traffic from North to West, from South to East
run past without touching these districts, and no-one
knows the spirit of this country and its people, its destiny
and its significance, for the way to it is barred by ancient
prejudice. Nowhere else are so many and such obstinate
obstacles laid in the way of those who would frame an
independent judgment.
Such being the situation, it is all the more remarkable
that a learned American should have grasped the signifi-
cance of the German East-lands and should set at the
beginning of his historic investigation of this territory the
one observation whidi must occur to everyone before he
can comprehend the significance of the German East-
lands for the rest of Germany; the value of the German
colonization of Eastern Central Europe. James Westfall
Thompson says in "Feudal Germany", a history of med-
iaeval Germany: "The resolute, though often ruthless
way in which the event was achieved, is one of the most
stirring stories in the annals of history. The grandeur of
the design was matched by the completeness of the con-
quest. The only thing comparable to this achievement
in modern annals is the history of the expansion of the